
 

WINE RECOMMENDATION  

Valley View Winery 

2004 Anna Maria Tempranillo  

(Applegate Valley) 

 

 

Tempranillo is clearly finding a home in Southern Oregon. 

Ten years ago there was almost none planted in Oregon, 

and by 2006 there were 119 acres. Okay, that’s still not a 

lot, but for Oregon it is enough to attract a following.  

 

The Anna Maria Tempranillo is made in a plush and lush 

style. The nose is delightful, with crushed berry aromas 

mixed with vanilla and barrel spice. There are notes of overt 

woodiness, but they are subsumed by the fruit scents. Broad 

and supple on the tongue, the immediate flavors are of crushed cherries and dark berry fruits, with an overlay 

of vanilla and fine espresso grounds. Once in the mouth distinct tannins appear, and notes of wood and graphite 

are detected at the sides. But once again the fruit—which takes on a slight tart edge at the back of the mouth—

comes to the fore. The finish is quite long, with the fruit flavors slowly fading and giving way to soft wood 

tannins.  

 

This is a good cellar candidate because its youthful tannins are still fighting with the fruit, but even so, if paired 

with a well grilled steak it would be quite delicious to drink now.  

 

The fruit for this wine came from Valley View’s estate vineyard, and from 30-year old Cabernet vines that have 

been grafted over to Tempranillo. Winemaker Joe Guerrero pressed while the wine was still fermenting in order 

to lessen skin and seed tannin extraction, and aged the juice in 1-3 year old American oak barrels. 

Reviewed April 26, 2007 by Cole Danehower.  

THE WINE  

Winery: Valley View Winery 

Vintage: 2004 

Wine: Anna Maria Tempranillo  

Appellation: Applegate Valley 

Grape: Tempranillo / Valdepenas  

Price: $26.00  

 

THE REVIEWER  

Cole Danehower 

Cole Danehower is the creator of the 

Oregon Wine Report. A frequent judge 

and a member of Northwest Palate 

magazine’s review panel, Cole's palate 

is particularly attuned to Northwest 

wines. He believes numerical scoring is 

inadequate in conveying the character 

of a wine, preferring to communicate his experience and 

evaluation of a wine through words. A believer in terroir 

(especially in Oregon's cooler growing regions) he also 

pays attention to the impact of winemaking style and 

vintage variation on a wine. He views balance, flavor 

purity, and a sense of character as key vinous virtues. 
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